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Learning Options at COS 

 

* Is the remote learning option for the entire school year or can new decisions be 

made in October or in the spring (when hopefully things clear up)?  

Originally we had intended the remote option choice to be a choice families would make 

for the entire school year, but we realized that we did not indicate that in the current 

commitment form. So, we are prepared to allow families to choose another option in the 

fall. However, depending on the status of the pandemic in our local community, we may 

be asking families to commit to an option for the remainder of the school year in October 

2020. 

 

* If we choose on-campus learning and situations change by the beginning of the 

school year, can we change to remote learning without sending them to the first 

day of on-campus learning? 

A family can always make the choice to change to remote learning. Anyone can make the 

change from being “less in school” at any time. We will have the remote learning 

platform ongoing and running at all times.  

 

* My child is choosing on-campus learning. With the cohort model of small groupings, 

will they still see their teacher during the school day? 

Most classes will be split into two cohorts, but each group will be with their classroom 

teacher for half the day and with a Specialist/Support/Project-Based Teacher for half the 

day. If a student is in Cohort A, they will be with their classroom teacher for Main Lesson 

in the morning and then with a specialist teacher for their skills practice/project based 

experience in the afternoon. If they are in Cohort B, they will be with a 

Specialist/Support/Project-Based teacher in the morning and with their classroom 

teacher in the afternoon. We know how important each student's connection with their 

classroom teacher will be, which is why we developed this model. Additionally, if 

possible, our classroom teachers will work to establish the rosters for each cohort to 

ensure that each student has a friend they feel connected with in their cohort. In the 

event that a class cohort is smaller, the teacher will provide the students’ learning 

experiences for most of the school day. 

 

* What specials will students be receiving in school? What safety protocols will 

be in place for things like running, active games, circle (hand holding)? 

We are scheduling our specials differently this school year in order to protect our staff as 

well as children and their families. Each student cohort will experience one special every 

day for a three week period. Our Health and Safety Plan mandates face coverings and 6 

feet of social distancing at all times. We will be tailoring activities to follow that mandate. 
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In addition we are avoiding sharing materials and equipment as much as possible, but 

also have protocols in mind for hand washing, sanitizing, and disinfecting as needed.  

 

Would students still be able to play their flutes in music? Additionally, how will 

string instrument lessons work? 

We are determining the best avenue for instrumental instruction this school year, 

including considering fully remote instrumental instruction for all students.  

 

Will students in Remote Learning have the opportunity to interact with their teachers?  

Yes, students in Remote Learning will have opportunity to interact with their teachers on 

at least a weekly basis on Fridays.  Students in Remote Learning will have significantly less 

contact with teachers than those in the other learning modes. Because we are offering 

several options and the class and specialist teachers will be on campus daily, we simply to 

do not have enough staff to also make synchronous learning possible daily for each 

student. If more students were to go to Remote Learning - or when and if the entire 

school would switch over -  this landscape would change and Remote Learning students 

will have more time scheduled with classmates and teachers in small group lessons, 

individual lessons, and weekly class zooms.  

 

* Would students get more content from specials by being remote learners?  

The On-Campus and Hybrid experiences will always provide more content as students will 

be directly interacting with teachers and learning in a community. Both of these 

frameworks support live, interactive instruction. The Remote Learning option will also 

offer similar content and activities, however there will be less contact with teachers.  

 

* If students are in school, will they be on camera/video because of the 

interactive class? 

There may be times when a teacher is recording or broadcasting a main lesson. The 

intention for any filming will be to focus on the teacher, not the other students. There 

may be times when the remote learning students and the On-Campus students will join 

together for an all-class zoom. These are options available to our teachers for the 

instructional experiences they will be providing students. These virtual experiences will 

be limited to the students in the class and their family member(s) who are supporting 

them. 

 

Safety and Health Guidelines at COS 

 

* Are face shields deemed acceptable as a face covering?  
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As per the July 16, 2020 guidelines, the Department of Health (DOH) has indicated that 

face shields are acceptable as a face covering as long as they cover the mouth and nose.  

 

* Is the Circle of Seasons mandating masks and 6 feet distance at all times? Or 

will students be able to be closer to each other amongst their classmates in their 

small cohort group? 

Our Health and Safety Plan mandates face coverings and 6 feet of social distancing at all 

times. We will follow the Department of Health guidelines for mask breaks, such as 

during lunch/snack time. Mask breaks may also take place if students are outside, 

physically distanced by 6ft, and stationary, to be determined by the teacher.  

 

What will lunchtime look like? 

Handwashing and hand sanitizing will be the pre-bathroom routine. Students will be 

seated at a minimum of 6 feet apart with their cohort and permitted to remove masks 

during lunch breaks.  

 

* How is COS prepared to handle students that take their masks on and off or 

who do not adhere to the 6 feet social distancing requirements? 

Discipline is always handled with special care, especially with the younger students who 

may have challenges remembering the guidelines. While we will require all students to be 

wearing face coverings, we recognize that our students, particularly our youngest 

students, may need special reminders and practice to keep their masks on. We encourage 

families to introduce and continue practicing mask wearing at home so that students will 

grow accustomed to wearing a mask upon their return to school. In the event that a 

student is unable to follow the requirements for health and safety, they will be asked to 

go to remote learning. 

 

* How will families be notified of a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 

among the staff or students? If a classmate's family member is diagnosed, would 

the class be notified of this or only when/if the actual student becomes positive? 

If anyone in the school tests positive would the whole school be closed?  

At COS, we have communications written and ready to go in the event we have a 

confirmed or potential case of COVID-19. We have been advised that the Department of 

Health (DOH) will be closely advising schools should we have a case in our community. In 

addition, we have an internal decision tree to help us make decisions in the event there 

would be a backlog of schools awaiting a DOH response.  

 

*What if I do not want my child to wear a mask all day? 
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Our Health and Safety Plan mandates face coverings and 6 feet of social distancing at all 

times. Remote learning is an option for those who are not intending to follow that 

Department of Health recommendation. Hybrid Learning is another option that reduces 

the amount of hours per day a child would have to wear a mask. 

 

Cleaning, Sanitizing, & Disinfecting 

 

*How do you plan to keep young children safe? 

Our Health and Safety Plan mandates face coverings and 6 feet of social distancing at all 

times. Families are directed to review the PA Dept of Education and Dept of Health 

guidelines on face coverings here. As per the July 16, 2020 guidelines, the Department of 

Health (DOH) has indicated that face shields are acceptable as a face covering as long as 

they cover the mouth and nose. We have designed handwashing and hygiene lessons for 

each grade level and have scheduled handwashing and bathroom breaks throughout the 

school day. We are installing additional hand-washing stations on our outdoor campus in 

three locations. In addition, posters reminding children about how to prevent the spread 

(handwashing, face coverings, and social distancing) will be displayed in key areas of the 

school. Daily cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfecting protocols are in place with staffing for 

them, as well as deep cleaning plans and protocols. Hand sanitizing stations will be 

throughout the building and each outdoor classroom area will also be equipped with 

supplies to provide hand sanitizer. Bathroom breaks will be scheduled to allow each small 

cohort their own time. Both indoor bathrooms and outdoor portable bathrooms will also 

be cleaned regularly. Drinking fountains will not be available for students, however water 

bottle filling stations have been added so students can refill the pre-filled water bottles 

they bring from home each day in the event they need more water. 

 

Outdoor Learning & Play 

* What does outdoor learning look like? What if my child has concerns about 

heat or bugs? What about extreme weather conditions? 

Our On Campus and Hybrid Learning students will be sitting on the ground at times and 

will be an outdoor environment that includes all of the living things found there. In the 

event there Some teachers will be opting to use sit-upons for working on the ground 

(pads with air in them) or inviting children to bring camp chairs to campus. Older students 

may use clip boards or painting boards as hard writing surfaces. 

 

* What does outside learning mean exactly? How is the school addressing safety 

concerns with students being outdoors all day? 

Ideally all of our learning experiences for the fall will take place outdoors. The lower 

grades outdoor classroom areas will be behind the school and away from the road and 
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parking lot. The older students will be located towards the front and side of the campus. 

The students will be observed and monitored at all times just as they are when outside 

for recess, games and movement, nature walks and the many activities that take place 

outside on campus during a typical school day. All teachers carry with them a cell phone 

and walkie talkie. We already have drills in place for sheltering inside the school building 

if the campus is deemed unsafe at any time. COS has protocols and response measures in 

place for addressing and responding to situations where individuals that are not a part of 

the Circle of Seasons community are seen on campus during school hours. As all of our 

students will be outdoors at all times, there will be far more adults outside with eyes 

monitoring our students. Additionally, all safety measures for outside will be overseen 

and supported by our Safety and Security Coordinator. 

 

* What will recess look like?  Will the teachers be enforcing 6 feet of social 

distancing among the students?  Will the small classes be able to interact 

amongst themselves in a closer proximity? What will students be allowed to do 

for fun by themselves?  

Students will remain in their small cohorts for recess, supervised by their teacher. We 

have an outdoor play task force of teachers who have worked together to brainstorm lots 

of innovative and fun ways to play outside while still maintaining social distancing 

requirements. We are also designating areas on the campus for each of the activities and 

experiences.  

 

 


